St Francis Bay Bridge Club
President’s Report

2 December 2016
Welcome to the AGM

The Club had its best year ever in terms of turnout and income. Attendance at Club competitions was up 13% on last year, with Mondays up 18% and Thursday up 19%.
EVENTS

Our major competitions, The Teams Tournament and the Charity Day, were both highly successful again, attracting the same number of people as last year, and increased income. We raised R 8 500 for our charity, NSRI. 
The Club Team Championship was held in March, and this years winners were Judy Beck, Theonie Kirton, Wendy Rosser and Ginty Tagg.

In June we entered 9 tables in the WWSims, with the leading St Francis pair being Maureen Sands and Gabrielle Lonsdale.

The JBay Club again pipped us to the post in the InterC, played over 3 match days.

CAPITAL EXPENSES

Theonie will be happy to answer your queries on the financial side, but I will cover the capital expenditure.

This year’s major capital expenses were the dealing machine for 

R75 000 and associated boards and cards for R18 000. The equipment arrived just before our Tournament and has rapidly become part of our lives.
COURSES

Judith organised and conducted an extremely informative and practical Tournament Director’s course, attended by 7, which has helped relieve the pressure in this field.
ACCOMMODATION

Our Club could not function at current levels without the wonderful hospitality of this beautiful Clubhouse and the excellent service we receive.

The St Francis Bay Golf Club have very kindly helped out and made their facilities available to us.

We now have exclusive use of the Heritage Centre, and will move all our dealing equipment there shortly.

THANKS

Our most grateful thanks go to 4 members for their contributions to the Club. 

Yvonne has continued her voluntary role as our enthusiastic press liaison officer.
Maureen Sands bridge school has been booked out for all available sessions. She has taught most students from scratch, as well as retreading many of us. Everyone has enjoyed their time with Maureen, and most have carried on and joined our Club. This year, she and Judy arranged a transitional session to introduce new players to Bridgemate scoring and competition format.
Judith O’Hara spent huge time and effort in preparing, presenting and monitoring the TD course mentioned previously. She also stepped in as the TD for out Teams tournament in May and did an excellent job, with much praise from visitors.
Eileen assisted Judith at the Tournament, as well as producing the teas for which we are now famous. She also helped with the import of the dealing machine and hosted it in her living room for 6 months.

My special thanks go to my colleagues on the Committee who have put in so much to ensure your Club runs optimally. We have had a wonderful team in place and will truly miss the input of the 3 members who are retiring; 

Ronnie who has been our teas organiser.

Theonie, our Treasurer for 3 years, has ensured that our resources are skilfully shepherded and wisely spent.
Judy, has served as President, Vice President and Secretary over the past 8 years. Her most visible achievements were the introduction of Bridgemates in 2011 and of the Tournament in 2013, both of which are of immense value to the Club. In addition she introduced digital scoring to the Tournament and initiated our entry to WWSims. Her organisational work behind the scenes has been amazing, with plans for all competitions, a wonderful filing system, and incredible knowledge of all aspects of the Club. 
Thank you all.
Geoff
