St Francis Bay Bridge Club
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 5 December 2014
We have had a busy year, and my thanks to the committee of Geoff, Judy, Theonie, John, Roger and Virginia, who have their own special portfolios which they handle admirably.  In this vein, I would like to thank the members who arrive early to help us set up tables and cards. Our club  continues to expand, with members coming through from Maureen’s  hands to increase our playing numbers to at times 15 tables on a Monday.  Friday attendance has not quite reached that level and we would hope that 2015 will continue to grow.  We value the contribution of our Jeffreys Bay members with whom we have a good relationship. My thanks to the tournament directors who continue to assist us all with the understanding of bridge play, the rules and laws applied to make the game acceptable to everyone.  Thanks to Sue Anderson for organising our once a month competition which she does very efficiently.
The men’s bridge club continues to be competitive but with much camaraderie in their membership and play.

A note of sadness is the passing of one of our dear members, Jackie Nunan last Thursday night.  She had many interests in the community, and her love of bridge was without parallel.  She will be sorely missed.

Our tournament in May this year was a most successful event, complimented on by the  players from many parts of the country.  It is not a fund raising event, however we had funds over, plus a number of donations, so we were able to give Aggie R3600 for her soup kitchen to feed the many hungry children in the cold winter.

Our charity day was another enjoyable event on 30 September, and here we raised over R6000 for NSRI.  Dinks Liebenberg came down from Grahamstown for the day to meet Mark May who received the money later.  It has always been her special event, so we were grateful to have her with us, looking well.

A number of charity events and tournaments are held over the country, and many of our players attended theirs, which is commendable.
We enjoy having The Links Conference Centre as our main venue, their friendly service and assistance is very much appreciated.   In August they had to close it to us while hollow-tining and upgrading their golf course, and we were ably accommodated in the St. Francis Bay Golf Club over the period, to whom we gratefully gave a small donation.

The Heritage Centre also remains as a venue for times when we need to move, and here we had our chairs re-upholstered.  Rowan Nicholls made us 5 new sturdy tables for both venues.

Our bank reserves are looking healthy as you will see from our Treasurer’s excellent report.  As a result we have decided not to increase the membership fees or the playing money, even though the Links has had to increase the cost of the coffee and tea.  We have elected to buy new cards for many of the boards before prices increase, and there will be a good surplus for the new committee to have in reserve.
Our 2014 committee has two changes for 2015, Geoff Ellis has been proposed as the incoming president, and Virginia Lea will step down as she feels when she and Roger are away it leaves the committee a bit short, and Cookie Kitson has been nominated.  Thank you Virginia for all your help this year, with teas and ideas.    I would like to thank Judy most sincerely as an excellent secretary and organiser, she handles everything with great commitment for which I am most grateful.
I end this report by wishing the incoming president and committee all the very best for 2015.  May it be a happy and successful year so that our club continues to thrive.  Virginia, would you come forward to receive a small token of our gratitude.

Wendy Mackenzie
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